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STATEMENT FROM MAYOR LORI E. LIGHTFOOT

In May of 2020, I saw the harrowing footage of George Floyd’s life being
extinguished beneath Derek Chauvin’s knee, and I cried. I said then and I say now,
being Black in America cannot be a death sentence. I join my fellow Chicagoans,
Americans, and human beings across the world as justice is being served in
Minneapolis today. A jury of his peers listened to the evidence presented by both
sides and came to the only reasonable verdict based on the overwhelming evidence
presented by the Prosecution. I want to commend the jury, the prosecution and the
people of Minnesota for their invaluable work to hold Mr. Chauvin accountable for
his crimes. George Floyd’s death sparked a pivotal movement for Americans fighting
to end systematic racism. Today marks a moment where future generations can look
back and see that we as a nation came together and rightfully demanded justice and
accountability. And justice was served. Let us pray that the Lord continues to watch
over George Floyd'’s family and loved ones. Pray for peace as we continue on our
journey towards a more just and equitable world.
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